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products. At any rate, there seems to be much less opportunity 
for saving by the establishment of cooperative stores in the country 
to sell the products of other industries to farmers than there is in 
cooperative enterprise for the sale of farmers' products to other 
people. 

The author makes clear, however, that the advantages of 
cooperation are not wholly financial. It has become a common- 
place in recent years that the great evil of country life is isolation, 
as congestion is of city life. The mental and moral results of the 
one are about as bad as of the other. As a by-product of coopera- 
tion among farmers, there is increased contact of man with man 
and an enriching of social life in rural communities. Dr. Coulter 
has rendered a distinct service to the country-life movement by 
writing this book. 

T. N. Carver. 

Harvard University. 

Report on Industrial and Agricultural Cooperative Societies in 
the United Kingdom. (London: Wyman and Sons, Ltd. 
1912. Pp. lv, 273. Is. 8d.) 

This report "revises and extends" the Report on Workmen's 
Cooperative Societies in the United Kingdom issued by the Labour 
Department in 1901. The earlier report reviewed British 
cooperative movements to 1899 ; the present volume covers the 
succeeding decade. The societies are classified in four main divi- 
sions: (1) Industrial Cooperative Societies, (2) Agricultural 
Societies, (3) Banking, Credit, and Insurance Societies, (4) 
Housing and Building Societies. 

The retail distributive societies are shown to have grown 53 
per cent in membership and 56.3 per cent in sales within the 
decade. Their industrial practices are concisely outlined. Work- 
ingmen's productive cooperation is shown to have declined except in 
so far as controlled by consumers' associations. Agricultural 
cooperation has grown rapidly within the ten-year period, espec- 
ially in England where the new Agricultural Organization Society 
and the governmental aid through the Small Holdings Act of 1907 
have given vitality to the movement. Cooperative banking, 
though it has taken new forms within the decade, remains relatively 
insignificant. Cooperative insurance has increased in scope by the 
institution in 1904 of collective life insurance for all members of 



1912] Socialism and Cooperative Enterprises 951 

consumers' societies, as well as by the formation of new agricul- 
tural insurance societies. Cooperative housing has taken new 
life in the formation of Copartnership Tenants' Societies. The 
semi-cooperative building societies are decreasing in number. 

The report is descriptive and statistical in character. It does 
not seek to offer either commendation or criticism, and ignores the 
moral function of the cooperative movement, which, to the found- 
ers and to Holyoake, C. Webb, and other British writers, is its 
most important achievement. Furthermore, the text is perhaps 
too lacking in detail to be completely intelligible to the student 
who is unfamiliar with cooperative methods. The book, as a 
whole, including specimen by-laws, balance sheets, bibliography, 
and 223 pages of statistical tables, in addition to the text, is 
peculiarly valuable for reference as to the economic status and 
recent growth and practices of all parts of the British cooperative 
movement. 

James Ford. 

Harvard University. 
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Although it contributes nothing new concerning the career of the 



